Kew Cottages Coalition Proposal for KRS site

Background:

The future management of the KRS site represents a unique opportunity to provide a new model of care
for Victorians with intellectual disability, as well as integrating the environmental and recreational values
of the site. The contiguous physical location of the KRS site with the Yarra Bend National Park and the
longstanding and welcomed interaction by KRS residents with the local Kew community represent
important elements to the likely success of a unique multi-purpose re-birth of the site.

Proposal:

Development of the KRS site as a housing estate be halted at Stage 1 and the remainder of the site be
developed as an integrated Disability Support and Recreational area incorporating the following three key
components:

1. Family Support & Respite Centre for the Disabled

Previous models of care for the disabled relied heavily on residential and inpatient services. However,
this model now has only limited relevance to the vast majority of the >3000 Victorians with intellectual
disability since they are primarily cared for at home by their families. However, this important and
welcome change has resulted in the need for a new form of support services whereby families can
access reliable temporary and short-term respite care for their disabled children. Respite care has
become especially important as parents of the disabled are aging and require their own medical services.
Currently there are few options available for these families to have their disabled children cared for on a
temporary basis in a setting with genuine expertise in disability. Furthermore, the pressures of long-term
provision of disability care within the home is well known to lead to great intra-family stress and the need
for simple respite care for families (often for only brief periods of a few days-weeks) is now acute. Thus,
the establishment of a “Family Support & Respite Centre for the Disabled” on the KRS site would be a
forward-thinking and welcome development. Many of the relatively new “H-block” buildings would be
ideally suited to this task. Hence the establishment of such a useful Centre is likely to require minimal
additional physical infrastructure.

2. Victorian Centre of Excellence for the Disabled

Victoria, as has recently occurred in Queensland and other States, would benefit enormously from the
establishment of a “Centre of Excellence for the Disabled” to focus future research on optimal treatment
and care options for the disabled. Victoria is fortunate to have a number of high standard academic
groups with an interest in disability. Establishment of a Centre of Excellence at the KRS site would assist
in creating the appropriate academic critical mass to result in Victoria becoming a national leader in
innovative and effective new means of caring for the disabled while ensuring maximal community
integration.

3. Community Recreational and Sporting Precinct

Close integration between the disabled and the wider Studley Park and Kew community has been a
longstanding feature of the KRS precinct. The provision of sporting and recreational facilities that are
designed to be used both by the residents of the Family Support & Respite Centre, the Centre of
Excellence and the local community would be welcomed and would provide a unique opportunity of
practical and real integration, which should be fundamental to any new vision of care for the disabled.
Furthermore, appropriate development of such facilities can be undertaken in a manner that would
complement the obvious environmental qualities of the area and enhance the physical links between the
KRS site and the Yarra Bend National Park. Recent enquiries with key schools and sporting clubs in the
region indicate that development of such co-shared facilities could be readily funded by local donations
and funding commitments such that the establishment and long-term maintenance of these facilities could
be achieved at no cost to the Government or local Council. This represents a rare opportunity to
establish a unique multi-purpose sporting, recreational and environmental precinct that is associated with
true integration between the disabled and a welcoming local community.
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