Tree ldentification & Retention

A number of significant trees and landscape elements
have been identified for protection in any site re-
development following a review of the Biosis Kew
Cottages Cultural Heritage Survey (2001) and the
Conservation Management Plan for the site prepared
by Bryce Raworth in association with John Patrick Pty
Ltd

For all trees identified for retention Tree Protection
Zones have been prepared following the guidelines
prepared by Matheny & Clark in Trees & Development.
The significant trees are all located on Plan 03-090
together with their proposed Tree Protection Zones.
The identification of all significant trees together with an
assessment of their health, tree protection zone and
required works are provided in Appendix 1.

The Tree Protection Zone will control the works that
may be implemented within the area and will ensure
protection of the root system through and post re-
development. This will place constraints on the
placement of buildings, drainage swales, roadways,
footpaths and excavated service lines. Full details of
constraints within the Tree Protection Zones are
provided in the Tree Protection Guidelines (Appendix

2).

An area of indigenous grass in the south-west corner of
the site, consists of Wallaby grass {Austrodanthonia
sp.). While this area is very small and too highly
altered to have great significance, it will be protected
within the overal! protection zone ascribed to this area
for the trees.

All significant vegetation on site will be contained within
a Vegetation Protection Overlay extending for individuai
trees to the extent of their Tree Protection Zone. The
group of River Red gums (Eucalyptus camaldulensis)
near the eastern boundary has been provided with an
appropriate Vegetation Protection Overlay.

Avenue plantings that form a major visual feature within
the site will be protected and where there are gaps
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replacement trees will be utilised to re-establish the
integrity of the avenue where possible.

Individually significant trees such as the Holly-leaved
cherries (Prunus ilicifolia) and Bishop pine (Pinus
muricata) have been retained, provided with a Tree
Protection Zone and included within the VPO,

Given that all the trees identified as being of significance have
been recommended for retention and provided with adequate Tree
Protection Zones and Tree Protection Guidelines, we can see no
reason, from a landscape perspective, why the site could not be
rezoned for residential development.

In addition to retaining significant vegetation it is
recommended that additional planting be carried out
along proposed roadways and within areas of public
open space. Planting should consist of native and
indigenous trees, shrubs and ground-covers as listed in
the Planting Palette provided (Appendix 3). Emphasis
should be placed on the use of native grasses as
opposed to turf, particularly within areas of public open
space, in an attempt to reduce the high maintenance
involved with the use of turfi.e. supplementary watering
and mowing.

Where there are existing significant avenues of trees
we would propose to maintain them and replant using
the same species, as required. This will primarily
involve the use of exotic tree species. While the use of
native or indigenous trees would be preferable, we see
the maintenance of these avenues in their current
context crucial to their significance. Proposed new
roads would be planted with native/indigenous material
of an appropriate scale to suit the surrounding
landscape.
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APPENDIX 2

Tree Protection Guidelines

1.All trees to be retained shall be identified by the builder and Landscape architect at
the commencement of works. The appointed trees shall be fenced off with sturdy
fencing. This wiil be constructed to a minimum height of 1.2- 1.5 m using chain mesh
strung between siar pickets. The aim is to create an 'exclusion zone' beneath these
trees. This fence will deter the entry of heavy equipment, vehicles, workers and/or
the public into this Tree Protection Zone.

2.The exclusion zone shali be established at or near the perimeter of the tree
branches (i.e., the further away from the trunk the better the protection offered).

3.Where a root diameter of 20mm or greater is encountered during site works, these
shall be cleanly pruned by hand, but never torn from the ground by machinery.

4. An arboricultural company with membership of the Arboricultural Association of
Australia shall carry out works to the Australian Standard -AS 4373-1996, and shall
be used to undertake all root and branch pruning requirements.

Throughout building warks they shall also undertake regular inspections of trees and
carry out remedial works as required to ensure trees retain good health and vigour.
Such works shall include but not be limited to irrigation, feeding, aeration, muiching
and 'dead-woading'.

5. Should services pass through the root zone of trees to be retained on the site,
then they should be located in trenches augured beneath the root zone, i.e. at a
minimum depth of 600mm.

6. During the construction process, all areas beneath the canopies of the trees to be
retained, should be covered by a 100mm layer of coarse wood chip or other like
material. This layer will help minimise the affects of compaction.

If temporary access is required through a root zone area, this should be carried out
using sheets of heavy plywood, or like protection, but this should not be considered
for long term use.

7. There will be no open trenching in the root zone of trees. This also implies no
strip footings. Pier and beam construction would be essential in Tree Protection

Zones.

8. Any services required to be installed underground will be bored and utility
authorities should make use of a commeon trench where possible, This is the
responsibility of the site foreman.

9. No fuel, oil dumps or chemicals shall be allowed in or stored on the Tree
Preservation Zone. The servicing and refueling of equipment and vehicies should be
carried out away from the root zones.

10. No storage of materials, equipment or temporary buildings will take place over
the roat zone of any trees.

11. No fixtures of any sort shall be attached to any tree for any reason.

12. If damage of any sort should occur to any tree or large shrub on site, the
appointed arborist should be contacted to take immediate remedial action.

13. Prior to the commencement of building works on site the appointed builder and
staff shall have an hour long briefing on Tree Protection on-site along with the application
of these Tree Protection Guidelines.
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